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Why focus on early calf feeding?
Extra grams gained early translate into extra litres later
Efforts made to optimise growth and development during the first phase of a dairy calf’s life
pay off later in the milk-producing phase. Every additional gram of gain achieved in calfhood
can provide an extra future milk production of as much as 1 kg/cow/day. In addition, overall calf
rearing cost can also be reduced considerably.
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by normal cows’ milk. The graph on
the right is based on NRC formulas for
calf-growth based on protein and energy
intake, and shows that even in the first
35 days of life, feeding calf milkreplacers can add more than five kilograms extra body weight per calf.
Alongside increased body weight, a
top-quality calf milk-replacer supports
development of a taller frame and stimulates dry matter intake, which enables
optimal development of the rumen.
The trial was performed using an accelerated feed strategy, which resulted in
faster development of the calf.
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on investment also depends upon other
factors (such as calf management, the
breed of the cow, or labour costs). However, the benefits for farmers are clear and
scientifically proven.
If you would you like to learn more
about our top-quality calf milk-replacer,
accelerated feeding strategies, or how
Nukamel can support your calf management, please contact us.
(t) +31 (0) 495 541 165
(e) info@nukamel.com
(i) www.nukamel.com
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